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combating the notion, which was not uncommon in the middle yeais of this century, that the political salvation of Germany was to be found in English Constitutionalism.   This or something like it had been the belief of the great Dahlmann, Treitschke's master in history and the creator of the still-born Constitution of 1848    And it was because English liberalism was at once so seductive and yet so incompatible with the Prussian spirit, that all who stood near to the mind of Bismarck determined to discredit it with every weapon at their command. How basely the campaign was conducted by their hero is concealed in many volumes by Von Sybel but amply revealed by the voluble Busch*   Nor can we be surprised if the professor of patriotic history in Berlin did not fall short of his political chieftain in his effoits to weaken that sentimental attraction of the Germans to England which was' really a deadly sin, nothing less than the sin against the Holy Ghost'.   In this congenial operation Treitschke was assisted fiist by the patent sympathy of the English people foi the Danes in the affair of the Duchies, and then by the English neutrality duiing the Franco-Prussian War.   That Gicat Butain should icfuse to strike in with Prussia appeared to him a crowning demonstration of baseness. ' The lust for mammon', he writes,(has stifled every feeling of honour, every feeling of right and wrong; cowardice and sensuality take shelter behind  that wondrous theological rhetoric which to us free German hcietics is the most repulsive of all the defects in the English chaiacter.   We seem to hear that reverend snuffle when we see the English press turn up pious eyes full of indignation against the unchristian and wai-like nations of the Continent'   That every nation contains its cowaids, its sensualists, and its hypocrites is a sad truth; but how Treitschke can have brought himself to think that it was a British interest to enter the Franco-Prussian War on the Prussian side passes belief.   In his own words and on his own principles the British statesman who could have so far allowed sentiment to overbalance the overwhelming self-interest of the nation would have trebly 'smned against the Holy Ghost'.
In so viewing history from the strictly patriotic and nationalist standpoint, without the barest attempt to understand either the